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KIRKBURTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Lepton, 

May  25th,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kirkburton 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I here  present  my  report  on  the  health  conditions  of 
the  Kirkburton  Urban  District  for  the  year  1938.  I 
draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  statistics  of 
births  and  deaths,  infectious  disease  and  some  other  par- 
ticulars are  composite  figures  including  those  of  the 
Separate  Urban  Districts  previous  to  the  amalgamation 
on  April  1st,  1938. 


The  following  are  the  old  Urban  Districts  or  Wards 
now  constituting  the  new  Kirkburton  Urban  District 
with  the  acreage  and  estimated  population  for  mid.  1938. 


Ac. 

Pop.  Ac. 

Pop. 

Flockton  

.1108 

1400  Shelley  1568 

1440 

Kirkburton  

.1289 

3234  Shepley  1247 

1580 

Kirkheaton 

..1583 

2050  Thurstonland  and 

Lepton  

.1839 

3120  Farnley  Tyas  3823 

1013 

Whitley  Upper 2052 

704 

Total  acreage 

14,577. 

Population  14,541  excluding 

Storthes  Hall  M 

ental  Hospital  population  of  2377. 

The  urban  district  thus  comprises  2 villages  of 
roughly  3000  Kirkburton,  Lepton ; 1 of  2000  Kirkheaton ; 
3 villages  of  1500  Shepley,  Shelley  and  Flockton;  and  3 
villages  of  under  1000  Whitley  Upper,  Thurstonland  and 
Farnley  Tyas. 

It  is  about  8 miles  from  N.  to  S.  Kirkheaton  to 
Shepley  and  miles  from  W.  to  E.  Farnley  Tvas  to 
Flockton.  It  lies  on  the  middle  and  lower  coal  measures 
with  a sub-soil  of  clay  and  shale — a Avell  wooded  hilly 
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country  particularly  the  southern  half  lying  on  spurs 
from  the  Pennine  range  and  is  in  3 drainage  areas  Kirk- 
burton  Beck  and  Kirkheaton  Beck  joining  the  Colne  at 
Dalton  and  Flockton  Beck  in  the  Dearne  Valley. 

The  land  is  mainly  permanent  grass  with  very  little 
arable  as  a large  part  of  the  area  is  over  the  600  line. 
The  Huddersfield  and  Penistone  railway  runs  through  the 
extreme  southern  part  of  the  district  with  stations  at 
Shepley  and  Stocksmoor.  Two  main  arterial  roads 
traverse  the  district  from  the  Huddersfield  boundary  at 
Waterloo  to  Wakefield  through  Lepton  and  Whitley 
Upper  with  a branch  to  Barnsley  through  Flockton;  to 
Penistone  through  Kirkburton  and  Shepley  with  a 
branch  through  Shelley  to  the  Denby  Dale  and  Wakefield 
Road.  There  is  an  ample  bus  service  throughout  the 
district.  The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are 
coal  mining,  brick  making,  farming,  making  fireworks 
and  work  in  woollen  and  cotton  mills,  a number  of 
workers  going  into  the  mills  in  the  neighbouring  towns 
of  Huddersfield  and  Mirfield.  The  following  is  a classi- 
fied list  of  the  premises  designated  factories  and  work- 


shops : 

Textile  factories,  wroollens,  worsted  and  cotton  ...  21 

Engineering 8 

Boots  and  Tailoring 26 

Joinery 8 

Bakeries' and  Sausage  making 11 

Fireworks 3 

Gasworks 3 

. Laundries 2 

Brewing,  malt  and  bottling 3 

Miscellaneous 20 


Comprising  Quarries,  Plumbers,  Glue  and  Size  Works, 
Brick  and  Pipe  making.  This  list,  although  a large 
number  are  small  businesses,  shews  the  varied  activities 
that  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Statistics  of  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Officers : A.  Tait,  M.B.,  Part-time  M.O.H. ; A.  B.  Hutchin- 
son, A.M.I.S.E.,  Sanitary  Inspector;  John  Hewitt, 
A.R.San.I.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (to  com- 
mence January  2,  1939). 
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Area. — 14,577  acres. 

Population. — Registrar  - General’s  estimated  mid. 
1938,  17,300.  (This  figure  includes  Storthes  Hall  Mental 
Hospital.) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938). — 5,020. 

Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. 

£69,533 — £266. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  204  105.99  Rate  per  1,000  14.3 
Illegitimate  4 3.1 


Still  Births 8 3.5  Rate  per  1,000  .55 

Deaths 179  97.82  Rate  per  1,000  12.3 


R.G.  187  Includes  8 Storthes  Hall 
Mental  Hospital  not 
allocated  to  other  districts. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Puerperal  sepsis  0.  Other  puerperal  causes  0. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 72 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  63 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  250 


Deaths  from  Cancer  22 

Deaths  from  Measles 0 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 0 

Heart  and  arterial  diseases,  including  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  76  cases,  and  cancer,  22  cases,  accounted 
for  more  than  half  the  total.  Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
come  next,  14  cases.  There  were  a large  number  of 
violent  deaths,  11 ; 8 of  which  were  due  to  road  accidents. 
There  were  7 deaths  from  tuberculosis,  but  none  from 
other  infectious  diseases,  except  whooping  cough,  1 ; 26 
males  and  40  females  were  aged  70  and  upwards ; 6 males 
and  8 females  were  over  80,  and  2 over  90,  both  females. 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows : — 
Birth-rate  15.1.  Still  birth-rate  -60.  Death-rate  11.6. 

Infantile  mortality  rate  53. 
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The  deaths  have  been  analysed  for  the  constituent 
wards  as  shewn  in  the  following  table.  The  figures 
given  are  derived  from  the  local  registrar’s  returns, 
which  shew  a discrepancy  of  9 from  the  Registrar- 
General’s  returns. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  W.R.C.C.  Laboratory  at 
Wakefield  performs  all  the  necessary  examinations, 
swabs,  water  and  milk  samples,  etc. 

Ambulances. — Infectious  cases.  Motor  ambulance 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  General  and  accident : Motor 
ambulance  at  Hepworth’s  Garage,  Kirkburton,  subsidised 
by  the  L.A.  The  ambulance  service  has  been  and  is  effi- 
cient for  the  district  in  normal  times. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — With  the  exception  of  Flock- 
ton,  Whitley  Upper,  Thurstonland  and  Farnley  Tyas,  the 
district  is  adequately  served  by  the  District  Nursing 
Associations  in  Lepton,  Kirkburton,  Shepley  and  Kirk- 
heaton. 

Clinics —Ante  - natal  and  Child  Welfare : Two 
W.R.C.C.  clinics  are  held  at  Kirkburton  and  Lepton 
weekly,  Tuesday  2 — 4.  Ante-natal  at  Lepton  3rd  Thurs- 
day, 2—4. 

Tuberculosis:  W.R.C.C.  Clinic  held  at  1,  Peel  Street, 
Huddersfield,  Tuesday  and  Friday  at  2 p.m. 

V.D.  Clinic  held  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Hudders- 
field. Men  and  Women,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  6 — 8-30  p.m.  Wednesday  10 — 12  noon. 

Hospitals. — The  only  local  hospital  is  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Kirkburton ; 31  beds  and  cots  for  infectious 
diseases.  The  district  is  served  by  the  following  institu- 
tions in  the  neighbouring  townships : 

General  and  Accident. — Huddersfield  Royal  Infir- 
mary, Dewsbury  Royal  Infirmary,  Clayton  Hospital, 
Wakefield. 

Maternity  Cases. — Huddersfield  Borough  Maternity 
Home,  Greenhead  ; Dewsbury  Borough  Maternity  Home ; 
Staincliffe  County  Hospital,  Dewsbury;  White  Rose 
County  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

The  Staincliffe  and  White  Rose  Hospitals  are  also 
available  for  the  sick,  poor  and  other  classes  without 
distinction.  Abnormal  maternity  and  puerperal  cases 
can  be  admitted  to  the  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary,  the 
Colne  and  Holme  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  two  Muni- 
cipal Hospitals  at  Staincliffe  and  White  Rose,  Wakefield, 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. — The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Huddersfield 
Corporation;  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Water 
Board ; Lord  Dartmouth’s  supply  for  Farnley  Tyas ; and 
Seth  Senior’s  supply  for  part  of  Shepley.  All  these  sup- 
plies, except  Seth  Senior’s,  have  been  examined  bacterio- 
logically  at  the  W.R.C.C.  Laboratory  and  found  satisfac- 
tory. Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  supply  is  free  from 
lead,  but  Lord  Dartmouth’s  supply  cont  (ns  an  objection- 
able amount  of  lead,  1-25  gr.  per  gallon.  Water  from 
two  wells  at  Liley  Lane  and  Healey  Green  shewed  gross 
contamination,  one  was  closed  and  a notice  “ Unfit  for 
human  consumption  ” placed  on  the  other.  There  has 
been  no  extension  of  the  supply  except  to  meet  building 
requirements.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quan- 
tity but  the  Huddersfield  supply  at  times  is  heavily  dis- 
coloured and  quite  unfit  for  drinking  for  a whole  day. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been  no  sewer 
extensions  except  to  meet  building  development.  The 
following  portions  of  the  district  still  require  sewering: 
Linfit  Lane,  Thorncliffe  and  Highwood  Lane ; the  Green 
and  Haigh  Lane  Head,  Flockton ; Lydgate  and  Town 
End,  Town  Bottom,  Lepton ; and  part  of  Knowle  Road, 
Shepley.  There  are  917  houses  not  connected  to  sewers 
— unsatisfactory  reports  have  been  received  from  the 
West  Riding  Rivers  Board  of  the  effluent  from  the  Whit- 
ley Upper,  Flockton  and  Shelley  Sewage  Works.  The 
sewage  disposal  of  Whitley  Upper,  Flockton  and  the 
Kirkburton  drainage  area  will  have  to  be  considered. 
Extension  and  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  works  at 
Whitley  Upper  and  Flockton  is  impracticable.  They 
have  been  visited  by  the  M.O.H.  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  and  suitable  sites  were  found  for  both  works 
or  alternatively  the  Flockton  site  suggested  at  Bar 
Lane  could  deal  with  the  sewage  from  Grange  Moor 
(Whitley  Upper)  pumped  to  Flockton  Lane.  The  latter 
scheme  is  the  best  as  it  would  deal  with  Woodnook  a 
part  of  Whitley  Upper,  now  not  taken  to  a sewage  works, 
and  there  would  be  one  works  instead  of  two.  The  small 
sewage  works  at  Kirkvale,  Kirkheaton,  require  overhaul- 
ing; a fresh  distributing  arrangement  is  necessary. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are,  42  open  privy 
middens  and  81  tub  closets.  1,623  covered  privy-middens, 
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2,602  water  closets  in  the  district ; 27  privies  have  been 
reconstructed  as  W.C.'s  and  8 additional  W.G's  provided 
for  old  property.  56  W.C.'s  have  been  constructed  for 
new  property.  A grant  of  £3  is  given  by  the  Council 
for  voluntary  conversions.  One  defective  cesspool  and 
drainage  has  been  reconstructed.  An  effort  should  be 
made  to  get  privies  on  the  line  of  sewers  converted  to 
the  water  carriage  system. 

Public  Cleansing. — This  is  done  by  Council's  work- 
men at  a cost  of  £2,400,  which  includes  all  scavenging, 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  work  on  controlled 
tips.  The  number  of  tips  has  been  reduced  from  15  to  11, 
7 of  which  are  on  the  controlled  system  and  4 partially. 
A dustless  refuse  waggon  has  been  purchased  and  sys- 
tem of  direct  labour  extended  to  collection  of  all  dust 
bins. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Blocked  sewers  liberated  and  cleansed  

Blocked  drains  liberated  and  cleansed  

Defective  drains  repaired 

Defective  ashbins  replaced 

Defective  water  closet  joint  repaired 

Insanitary  privy  middens  converted  into  W.C.'s 
Defective  cesspool  and  drainage  reconstructed  ... 


3 

13 

1 

2 

1 

10 
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Appended  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1938. 

To  the  Medical  Officer. 

Sir. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  and  in  doing  so  I would  point  out  that  I did  not 
commence  duties  until  the  beginning  of  July. 

Nuisances. 

The  number  of  nuisance  inspections  and  nuisances 
found  during  the  year  are  to  be  found  in  Table  C of  the 
Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report.  The  total  number  of 
nuisances  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  five. 


No  nuisances  of  a special  character  occurred,  the 
most  prevalent  nuisance  being  from  privy-middens,  refer- 
ence to  which  will  be  made  later  in  the  report. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

The  principal  offensive  trades  in  the  district  are  a 
glue  and  size  works  and  a tripe  dressing  place.  Fish- 
frying  is  not  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade  in  this  dis- 
trict, although  there  are  a considerable  number  of  these 
premises  in  the  district,  some  of  which  are  far  from 
satisfactory.  It  is  necessary  here  to  point  out  that  under 
Section  108  of  the  Public  Plealth  Act,  1936,  an  Urban 
Authority  have  power  to  make  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
fish-frying  and  I suggest  that  the  Council  should  consider 
making  use  of  these  powers. 

With  regard  to  the  submission  of  plans  for  new 
fried-fish  shops  I am  of  the  opinion  that  no  such  plans 
should  be  passed  unless  they  satisfy  me  from  a Sanitary 
standpoint.  It  is  found  also  that  apart  from  the  nuisance 
created  in  certain  cases  by  the  actual  fish-frying  the 
litter  nuisance  is  prevalent  in  the  vicinity  of  every  one. 

Sewage  and  Sewerage  Disposal. 

No  sewer  extensions  have  taken  place  during  the 
year  and  the  portions  of  the  district  which  still  require 
sewering  are  outlined  in  Table  C.  It  is  computed  that 
917  houses  in  the  whole  district  are  not  connected  to  the 
public  sewerage  system.  The  whole  of  the  recent 
houses  erected  in  the  district  are  drained  on  the  com- 
bined system  (i.e.,  surface  water  and  sewage  connected 
to  the  same  drain)  and  it  is  found  that  many  of  the  main 
sewers  are  not  large  enough  to  deal  fully  with  large 
volumes  of  storm  water  which  collect  in  rainy  periods 
in  the  sewers  at  a very  rapid  rate,  with  the  result  that 
the  sewers  become  surcharged,  and  to  aggravate  matters 
it  is  found  that  there  is  only  about  one  proper  storm 
overflow  along  the  sewers  in  the  whole  of  the  district. 
A typical  example  is  the  sewer  in  Tunshaw  Road,  Kirk- 
burton,  which  although  only  six  inches  in  diameter  re- 
ceives the  combined  drainage  from  more  than  150 
houses,  besides  many  road  surface  drains.  Owing  to 
the  presence  of  many  unpaved  yards  and  private  streets, 
a considerable  amount  of  silt  and  detritus  often  gets 
washed  into  the  sewers,  which  settles  and  reduces  the 
original  capacity  of  the  pipes. 
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There  are  eight  separate  sewage  works  in  the  dis 


trict,  as  follows : 

Shelley  and  Shepley  Works 1 

Thurstonland  Works 1 

Kirkburton  Works ...  1 

Lepton  Works ...  1 

Kirkheaton  Works  1 

Grange  Moor  Works 2 

Flockton  Works 1 


The  sewage  going  to  these  works  is  of  average 
strength,  with  the  exception  of  that  delivered  to  the 
Thurstonland  works,  which  is  classed  as  strong  sewage 
and  which  consequently  is  difficult  to  treat.  It  is  quite 
safe  to  say  that  with  the  exception  of  the  Kirkheaton 
Sewage  Works,  the  whole  of  the  remaining  works  are 
overworked,  with  the  result  that  the  effluent  is  not 
always  satisfactory.  The  effluent  from  the  Kirkheaton 
Works  is  consistently  of  a high  standard  and  the  design 
of  these  works  is  much  better  than  any  of  the  others. 
The  whole  of  the  works  are  intended  to  work  on  the 
bacteriological  principal  of  treatment,  with  tanks  and 
filters,  and  five  of  the  works  have  proper  percolating 
filters  with  rotating  sprinklers,  but  only  three  of  the 
works  have  humus  tanks. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  C that  1665  privy  middens 
exist  in  the  district,  a figure  which  is  alarmingly  high. 
Over  800  of  these  insanitary  conveniences  are  distributed 
in  Lepton,  Shepley  and  Shelley,  the  remainder  being  in 
the  other  five  wards,  with  a preponderance  in  Kirk- 
burton and  Flockton.  In  many  cases,  of  course,  a sewer 
is  not  available,  but  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  a pro- 
gramme of  conversions  in  the  forthcoming  year  by 
means  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  at  premises 
where  a sewer  is  available,  within  the  statutory  distance. 

During  the  year  one  owner  was  persuaded  to  instal 
an  Elsan  Chemical  Closet,  where  it  was  not  possible  to 
connect  to  a sewer,  and  the  installation  is  working  very 
satisfactorily.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  provision  of 
these  chemical  closets  would  be  preferable  to  connecting 
water  closets  to  cesspools. 


10 


The  Council  give  a grant  of  £3  towards  the  cost  of 
a privy  conversion,  plus  a new  dust-bin,  providing  the 
work  is  carried  out  voluntarily  by  the  owner. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  135  Milk  Producers  in  the  whole  district, 
many  of  whom  only  keep  a few  cows.  There  are  11 
producers  of  “ Accredited  ” Milk  in  the  district.  Many 
of  the  cowsheds  are  structurally  defective  and  very 
badly  designed,  and  only  a small  percentage  of  them  lend 
themselves  to  construction  in  accordance  with  modern 
principles.  A very  common  defect  is  the  absence  of  a 
separate  milk  room,  which  is  definitely  required  by  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  pro- 
vision of  these  separate  rooms  is  very  necessary,  but  it 
will  perhaps  be  wise  to  leave  the  matter  over  until  it  is 
known  if  the  Government  propose  to  introduce  a new 
Milk  Bill  in  Parliament.  On  the  whole  the  standard  of 
the  cleanliness  of  the  cowkeepers  is  reasonably  good: 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  fourteen  butchers  in  the  district  slaughter- 
ing weekly  and  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  meat  is 
inspected,  but  when  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
commences  duties  the  whole  of  the  meat  will  be  in- 
spected weekly.  The  whole  of  the  butchers  are  in  an 
Insurance  Scheme  and  they  have  collaborated  with  me 
in  the  matter,  which  has  been  very  gratifying.  The  meat 
sold  is,  generally  speaking,  of  a high  class  and  most  of 
the  beef  sold  is  from  graded  cattle. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  preparatory  work  on  Housing  has 
taken  up  a good  deal  of  time,  details  of  the  number  of 
inspections,  being  given  in  Table  D of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Report. 

The  old  houses  in  the  district  are  almost  without 
exception  constructed  of  stone,  with  grey-slated  roofs 
and  very  few  of  them  are  back  to  back,  but  a large 
number  have  no  proper  through  ventilation.  Most 
housing  work  during  the  year  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
Kirkburton  Ward,  where  it  was  found  that  a list  of  some 
38  houses  had  been  classed  as  unfit  by  the  County  Council, 
but  for  which  no  action  of  any  kind  had  been  taken.  The 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  inspected  each  one 
of  the  houses  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  17  of  them 
are  totally  unfit  and  we  shall  recommend  the  Health 
Commmittee  to  deal  with  them  by  Demolition  procedure. 

In  addition  to  a few  houses  in  the  district  which  are 
in  the  unfit  class,  there  are  a great  number  which  will 
require  reconditioning,  in  the  various  wards. 

The  Demolition  of  houses  in  the  Kirkburton  Ward 
Clearance  Areas,  comprising  43  houses,  is  proceeding 
only  slowly,  one  area  having  been  completely  demolished, 
several  Clearance  Areas  are  in  course  of  Demolition. 

Overcrowding  continues  to  be  abated,  although  there 
are  one  or  two  serious  cases  in  the  Lepton  District, 
which  is  hoped  to  abate  when  some  of  the  Council’s  new 
houses  at  Highroyd,  Lepton,  are  completed,  where  36 
houses  are  being  built. 

There  is  still  a shortage  of  good  working  class 
houses  and  in  the  Kirkburton  Ward  in  particular  there 
is  a real  need  for  some  bungalows  for  aged  couples.  In 
the  forthcoming  year  it  is  proposed  to  erect  10  2 bed- 
rooms type  houses  at  Canary  Hall,  Grange  Moor,  and  also 
4 houses  at  Shelley. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  great  building 
activity  on  the  part  of  private  enterprise,  56  new  houses 
were  put  into  occupation,  but  of  course  these  were  not 
all  built  in  1938. 

Scavenging. 

One  of  my  first  tasks  on  commencing  duties  here 
was  to  organise  the  work  of  scavenging  for  the  whole 
of  the  district,  so  as  to  put  it  on  a thoroughly  sound  foot- 
ing. A new  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collector  of  Seven 
cubic  yards  capacity,  was  purchased  and  commenced 
work  in  August.  This  waggon  concentrates  entirely  on 
the  emptying  of  the  dustbins,  in  each  ward  and  it  is 
worked  by  3 loaders  in  addition  to  a driver.  The  waggon 
is  of  the  dustless  loading  type  and  has  a particularly 
small  turning  circle.  This  vehicle  is  dealing  with  about 
2,200  bins,  in  the  following  manner: — - 
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Kirkburton Weekly. 

Lepton Weekly. 

Shepley Fortnightly. 

Thurstonland  Fortnightly. 

Farnley  Tyas Fortnightly. 

Kirkheaton Fortnightly. 

Flockton  and  Whitley  Upper- — every  other  week, 
alternating  with  cart,  so  that  the  bins  here  are  emptied 
weekly. 

The  Council  also  own  a Horse  and  open  cart  which 
is  kept  at  Lepton  and  which  is  used  almost  exclusively 
for  cleansing  earth-closets  in  that  ward.  The  earth- 
closets  in  the  other  wards  are  emptied  by  hired  teamers, 
paid  on  day  rates;  none  of  this  work  is  now  done  by 
contract  and  one  of  our  own  workmen  is  always  sent 
with  the  teamer. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  refuse  collection  is  disposed 
of  by  tipping,  only  a small  percentage  being  disposed  of 
to  farmers.  Eleven  tips  are  in  use  ;u  the  whole  district. 
Seven  of  these  are  on  the  controlled  or  partially 
controlled  system  and  no  serious  nuisance  has  been 
experienced  from  any  of  them.  The  tipping  scheme  at 
Kirkburton  is  proceeding  very  well,  where  a small  valley 
is  being  reclaimed,  the  stream  being  piped  in  with  24-in. 
diameter  pipes. 

Some  of  the  present  tipping  sites  will  be  exhausted 
in  the  near  future  and  the  question  then  will  arise  as  to 
whether  the  Council  will  find  alternative  sites  or  consider 
the  erection  of  a central  Destructor  Plant  to  serve  at 
least  some  of  the  wards,  with  the  capacity  for  ultimately 
serving  the  whole  of  the  District. 

Some  of  the  present  tipping  sites  are  not  the 
property  of  the  Council  and  this  arrangement  is  not 
always  satisfactory,  for  it  means  that  we. cannot  always 
tip  to  suit  ourselves  and  often  the  owner  lets  the  actual 
site  or  adjoining  plots  to  poultry-keepers,  when  it  is 
found  that  the  poultry  do  damage  to  the  tip  face  and 
thus  increase  the  tipping  costs. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  from  privy-middens  by 
tipping,  is  not  always  an  easy  matter,  particularly  on  a 
tip  at  which  the  motor  waggon  tips. 
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During  the  year  two  important  Public  Health  Acts 
came  into  force,  viz : — The  Factory  Act,  1937  and  The 
(Public  Health)  Drainage  of  Trade  Premises  Act.  The 
former  Act,  increases  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities 
in  regard  to  their  control  over  the  Sanitary  Conditions 
of  Factories  and  generally  consolidates  all  Factory  legis- 
lation. The  latter  Act  introduces  something  entirely 
new,  for  it  gives  the  occupiers  of  trade  or  manufacturing 
premises,  a right  to  connect  to  Local  Authority's  sewers, 
providing  they  apply  in  writing  to  do  so.  The  effect  of 
this  Act  is  going  to  be  felt  in  this  district. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  HUTCHINSON,  A.M.I.S.E., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Town  Hall,  Kirkburton. 

June,  1939. 

HOUSING. 

The  houses  in  the  district,  substantially  built  of 
local  stone  with  grey  slate  roofs,  the  majority  being 
about  200  years  old  are  being  gradually  replaced  by 
houses  of  modern  type  in  brick,  partly  brick  and  stone, 
some  with  cement  rendering  and  rough  cast.  These 
houses  do  not  fit  in  with  the  country  scene  like  the  old 
ones  do  and  they  will  not  endure  , which  is  perhaps  as 
well,  for  better  accommodation  no  doubt  will  be  insisted 
on  in  the  not  far  distant  future.  The  chief  faults  of 
the  old  houses  are  dampness  through  want  of  damp- 
proof  courses  and  through  being  frequently  built  into 
the  hill-side,  in  some  cases  to  well  above  the  bedroom 
floor  level,  and  want  of  ventilation.  There  are  not  many 
back-to-back  houses  but  a large  proportion  are  of  the 
blind  back  type  or  have  through  ventilation  only  by 
window  in  the  bedroom,  when  efficient  ventilation  is 
hampered  again  by  the  original  single  bedroom  being 
partly  divided  into  two  by  a wooden  partition. 

Thirty-nine  houses  in  worse  state  in  the  Kirkburton 
Ward  were  inspected  by  the  M.O.  with  the  S.I.,  and 
detailed  records  made.  6 other  visits  re  housing  con- 
ditions were  made  by  the  M.O.  in  Lepton,  Flockton, 
Kirkheaton,  and  Whitley-Upper.  I hope  all  the  worst 
houses  in  the  district  will  have  had  detailed  inspections 
in  the  coming  year  and  appropriate  action  taken. 
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A list  of  persons  requiring  re-housing  for  various 
reasons  has  been  submitted  monthly  to  the  housing 
committee.  At  the  end  of  the  year — of  the  10  cases 
submitted,  4 had  been  found  suitable  accommodation. 
The  following  Table  D gives  the  details  of  the  housing 
work  done. 

TABLE  D. 

Kirkburton  Urban  Sanitary  District — 1938. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1. — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects — 40. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
—83. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  1932—35. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
—72. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action 

—37. 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation — 19. 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — 18. 

NOTE: — Totals  of  (3)  (a)  and  (b)  should  equal  the 
figure  given  for  (3). 

2 —  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers — 2. 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served — 3. 
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(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — None. 

(a)  By  owners — 3. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
— None. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied — None. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 
None. 

(a)  By  owners — None. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
— None. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  No.  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect 

of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation — 3. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made — 13. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders — 2. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made— 6 in  Lepton  Ward, 
before  Amalgamation  of  Districts. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  which  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit — None. 

4 —  Unhealthy  Areas. 

Have  any  areas  been  declared  Clearance  Areas 
during  the  year  1938?  If  so,  please  give  full 
particulars  as  to  such,  including  situation,  number 
of  houses,  population,  and  action  taken  relative 
thereto — None. 

5 —  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1938. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority — 37. 

(b)  By  private  enterprise — 19.  Total — 56. 
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6 —  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  District — 4996. 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the 

above. 

(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  conditions, 

overcrowding,  and  shortage  of  houses. — 
Shortage  of  Working  Class  houses  at 
reasonable  rents  in  Kirkburton  and  Shelley. 

(4)  Any  special  activity  in  house  building?  If  so, 

where? — The  Council  are  now  erecting  36 
houses  at  Lepton. 

(5)  Any  housing  scheme  projected  by  Local 

Authority?  If  so,  please  give  particiilars. — 
10  two  bedroom  type  at  Canary  Hall, 
Grange  Moor.  3 four  bedroom  type  and 
1 three  bedroom  type  under  consideration 
for  building  at  Shelley. 

(6)  Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  under- 

ground sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12, 
Housing  Act,  1936 — No. 

7 —  Town  Planning. 

(1)  Is  the  Council  a member  of  any  Regional 

Town  Planning  Committee?  If  so,  which? 
—No. 

(2)  Is  a Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force  for — 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  District — No. 

(b)  Part  of  the  District — No. 

(3)  Have  Council  during  1938  passed  a Resolution 

deciding  to  prepare  a Towm  Planning 
Scheme?  If  so,  does  it  relate  to: — 

(a)  Whole  District  ? — No. 

(b)  Part  of  District? — No. 

8.  — Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make 

inspections  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations.— A.  B.  Hutchinson,  A.M.I.S.E.,  Town  Hall, 
Kirkburton,  Nr.  Huddersfield. 

9.  — Has  any  action  been  taken  to  improve  the  housing 

conditions  of  tuberculous  families  in  your  District, 
either  by  way  of  building  new  or  special  houses, 
or  the  granting  of  special  facilities  for  such 
families  to  be  housed?  If  so,  please  state  action 
taken  ? — No. 
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10. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year — 77. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein — 441. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year. — Not  known  owing  to  amal- 
gamation of  districts. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year — None. 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases — 
None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding — None. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd- 
ing conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. — It  is 
very  desirable  that  in  the  letting  of  Council  Houses 
priority  should  be  given  to  persons  requiring  re- 
housing on  account  of  overcrowding,  demolition 
orders  or  unsuitable  conditions  for  present  occup- 
ants. A list  of  these  is  supplied  to  the  Housing 
Committee  monthly. 

((Signed  by)  A.  TAIT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  have  been  no  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  taken — waiting  for  bye-laws. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  is  one  swimming  bath  at  Low  Town,  Kirk- 
burton.  There  is  a chlorination  and  filtering  plant  of 
somewhat  rudimentary  character  but  S samples  exam- 
ined by  the  W.R.C.C.  laboratory  were  satisfactory  so  the 
W.R.C.C.  medical  officer  instructed  the  Education  Dept, 
that  school  children  could  have  swimming  instruction 
there. 
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Eradiction  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  houses  have  been  found  infested. 

Schools. 

There  are  14  elementary  schools  in  the  district  with 
1863  children  on  roll.  All  are  in  good  sanitary  condition 
except  Thurstonland  Endowed.  40  visits  have  been  paid 
including  visits  for  immunization  for  diphtheria  and  in 
connexion  with  infectious  cases  among  the  children. 
Any  school  involved  in  an  infectious  case  has  been  visited 
and  the  head  teacher  supplies  a list  of  any  suspicious 
absentees  and  such  children  have  been  seen  at  their 
homes  and  generally  all  the  children  in  the  classes  con- 
cerned have  been  examined. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  135  cowkeepers  in  the  district  and  35 
wholesale  traders  and  141  retail  traders.  There  is  1 
licence  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  11  licences 
for  accredited  milk  in  force  in  the  area.  Bacterological 
reports  are  received  from  the  W.R.C.C.  on  milk  produced 
under  licence  and  when  unsatisfactory  the  sanitary 
inspector  has  visited  the  premises  and  pointed  out  to 
the  producer  any  likely  cause  either  in  the  premises  or 
method  of  production — 105  Inspections  of  cowsheds  have 
been  made.  Many  cowsheds  are  structurally  defective 
and  of  an  obsolete  type  with  no  provision  for  the  storing 
of  milk.  Insistence  on  cleanly  methods  of  production  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  his  visits  will  be  more  useful 
than  structural  alterations  in  production  of  clean  milk 
particularly  as  it  is  probable  the  next  Milk  Bill  will  deal 
drastically  with  old  unsuitable  premises.  Tuberculin 
tested  milk  is  of  course  best,  but  accredited  milk  has  to 
be  of  the  same  standard  of  purity  and  the  cows  are 
inspected  by  vetinary  surgeons  so  the  public  would  be 
well  advised  to  pay  the  little  extra  for  the  extra  quality. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  16  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 
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The  following  table  is  self  explanatory. 


Cattle  Sheep 

From  July,  1938  only.  excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  Killed* 1352  — 52  2444  1196 

Number  Inspected* 676  — 26  1222  598 

All  Diseases  Except 

Tuberculosis  

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  ...  — — — — 2 


Some  Part  or  Organ 

Condemned 5 — — — — 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  — — — — — 

Tuberculosis  Only  

Whole  Carcases  Condemned...  1 — - ■ — — — 

Some  Part  or  Organ 

Condemned 4 — — — 9 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  with  Tuberculosis  — — — — — 

*These  figures  are  estimated  as  closely  as  possible. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  only  commenced  in  July. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  There  were  notified  8 
cases  of  scarlet  fever;  4 of  diphtheria;  11  of  pneumonia; 
3 of  erysipelas  and  1 ophthalmia  neonatorum  from  the 
following  wards : — 

Flockton — Scarlet  Fever  2;  Pneumonia  1;  Ophthalmia  1. 
Kirkburton — Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Diphtheria  1 ; Pneumonia 
2;  Erysipelas  1. 

Kirkheaton — Pneumonia  1. 

Lepton — Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Pneumonia  5 ; Erysipelas  1. 
Shelley — Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Diphtheria  1. 

Shepley — Scarlet  Fever  1 ; Diphtheria  1. 

Thurstonland  and  Farnley  Tyas — Scarlet  Fever  1 ; 
Diphtheria  1. 

Whitley  Upper— Scarlet  Fever  1. 
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In  addition  2 cases  of  diphtheria  and  4 of  erpsipelas 
were  notified  from  Storthes  Hall  Mental  Hospital. 

Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  four  of  diphtheria  and 
one  pneumonia  were  removed  to  hospital.  All  the  homes 
and  schools  concerned  were  visited  by  the  M.O.H.  and 
necessary  exclusions,  disinfection  of  bedding  and  houses 
carried  out.  In  this  connection  the  Head-teachers  have 
helped  by  furnishing  names  of  any  suspicious  absentees. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  has  been  carried 
out  for  73  children  at  the  following  schools  involving 
24  visits : — 

Lepton  Council — 5 children. 

Kirkheaton  Mixed — 13  children. 

Kirkheaton  Infants — 7 children. 

Farnley  Tyas — 15  children. 

Thurstonland — 15  children. 

Kirkburton  Senior — 7 children. 

Shelley  Council — 11  children. 

The  material  used  was  Burroughs  & Welcome  T.A.F., 
dose  l.cc.  The  present  position  is  that  there  are  in  the 
elementary  schools  1,863  children  on  roll  of  whom  730 
have  been  immunized,  that  is  under  40%.  The  best 
schools  are  Kirkburton  Senior ; Highburton ; Lepton 
Junior;  Shelley  Council;  and  Farnley  Tyas  with  50%  or 
just  over,  and  the  worst,  Shelley  Church,  11%;  Lepton 
Infants,  18%  and  Kirkheaton  Infants  20  This  is  not  at 
all  satisfactory.  Why  parents  do  not  take  advantage 
of  a safe  and  cheap  way  of  preventing  such  a serious 
disease  as  diphtheria,  the  commonest  single  cause  of 
death  among  school  children,  I don’t  know.  It  must  be 
in  great  part  due  to  indifference,  as  when  there  is  an 
epidemic  of  diphtheria  the  numbers  of  consents  jump  up. 
A serious  gap  is  the  very  few  children  under  5 receiving 
protection.  An  occasional  parent  who  has  given  consent 
for  a school  child  brings  one  under  school  age  for  the 
treatment.  The  child  welfare  centres  might  be  used 
to  advantage. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Kirkburton — I refer  here 
to  the  Annual  Report  for  year  ending  March  31st,  1939, 
which  has  been  printed — 

Tuberculosis.  — There  were  8 cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  9 cases  of  Non-pulmonary 
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Tuberculosis  notified  from  the  following  wards. 


Kirkburton — Pulmonary  2. 
Kirkheaton — 

Lepton-— Pulmonary  3. 
Thurstonland  & Farnley 
Tyas — Pulmonary  2. 
Flockton — Pulmonary  1. 
Whitley  Upper — 


Non-pulmonary  4 
Non-pulmonary  3. 

Non-pulmonary  1. 


Non-pulmonary  1. 


In  addition  7 Pulmonary  cases  were  notified  from 
Storthes  Hall  Mental  Hospital. 


There  were  7 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  which 
3 had  not  been  notified. 


Of  the  non-notifiable  diseases  Influenza  was  pre- 
valent in  January,  February  and  March.  Epidemic 
Jaundice  in  February,  March  and  April.  Whooping 
Cough  in  March  and  April  with  one  death,  and  Measles 
in  February,  March,  April  and  May  with  no  deaths.  The 
following  are  two  tables  relating  to  Infectious  Diseases 
and  Tuberculosis : — 


Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
admitted  tt 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

7 

... 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

... 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

• • • 

... 

Pneumonia  ... 

11 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 

3 

• • • 

• •• 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum... 

1 

• •• 

Other  Diseases  locally 
notifiable 

... 

... 

... 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Nan- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratorv 

M 

F 

M 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

... 

... 

... 

5 

... 

1 

3 

. 

15  

... 

3 

... 

25  

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

35  

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

45  

... 

1 

... 

1 

55  

... 

1 

... 

• • • 

65  upwards 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

3 

5 

2 

7 

3 

2 

2 

... 

TABLE  C.— 1938. 

KIRKBURTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1938,  for  Nuisances 
only — 81.  (For  Housing  Inspections  see  Table  D). 

Nuisances  found  in  1938 — 37. 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1937 — Not  known  owing  to 
amalgamation  of  Districts. 

Total  needing  abatement — 37.  Abated  during  1938 — 32. 

Outstanding,  end  of  1938—5. 

Notices  served.  Informal— 8.  Complied  with — 7. 

Notices  served,  Statutory— 11.  Complied  with — 11. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceed- 
ings—None. 

Regulated  Building,  Trades,  &c. — 

Common  Lodging  Houses — None. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings — None. 

Canal  Boats — General  Conditions : Passing  Through. 

Knackers’  Yards — None. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — Number  in  District,  3. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made — 2. 

Offensive  Trades — 3.  General  Conditions : Glue  and 
Size  Works;  Tripe  Dresser;  Liquid  Soap  Bottler. 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be 
offensive  trades  ? — No. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Particulars  of  any  sewer  extensions  during  1938 — 
Extended  to  meet  Building  Development. 

Details  of  any  portion  of  district  still  requiring — 

(a)  Sewering — Linfit  Lane,  Kirkburton ; Town  Bottom,  Lepton 
and  Little  Lepton ; Thorncliffe  and  Highwood  Green ; 
Haigh  Lane,  Lane  End,  (Flockton).  Part  of  Knowle 
Road  Shepley. 

Outlying  parts  of  Shelley  and  Whitley  Upper,  Low  Moor, 
Lepton. 

No.  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers — 917. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works — 

Particulars  of  any  extensions  made  during  1938 — Nil. 

Any  inadequacy  of  sewage  disposal  works  ? — 

Flockton  and  Grange  Moor  Sewage  Works  inadequate  and 
Defective. 

Any  complaint  from  West  Riding  Rivers  Board? — 
Unsatisfactory  effluent  report — Flockton,  Grange  Moor  and 
Shelley  Sewage  Works. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens — 42. 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets — 81. 

No  of  Privies  with  covered  middens — 1623. 

No.  of  Water  Closets — 2595.  Waste-water  Closets — 7. 

No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1938 — 

(a)  as  W.C.’s — 27.  (b)  Other — None. 

No.  of  Closets,  other  than  Privies,  reconstructed  during 
1938  as  W.C.’s— None. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property 
in  1938:  (a)  W.C.’s— 8.  (b)  Other— 2. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1938  for  new  houses — 
(a)  W.C.’s— 56.  (b)  Other— None. 

Any  special  action  being  taken  by  Council  to  secure 
conversion  of  privies,  waste-water  closets  and  pails 
to  W.C.  System.  If  so,  what? — A grant  of  £3  given 
by  Council  towards  cost  of  Voluntary  Conversions. 

Scavenging— 

Is  public  scavenging  in  operation  throughout  the  whole 
district  ?— Yes. 

If  not,  is  it  in  operation  in  any  part  of  the  area  ? If 
so,  please  specify  part  or  parts — None. 
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How  is  refuse  disposed  of? 

1.  Destruction — Nil. 

2.  Tipping — 80%. 

3.  — Farmers — 20%. 

Total  annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse — 
£2,400. 

Particulars  of  any  extension  or  improvement  in  the 
service  during  the  year — Dustless  refuse  waggon 
purchased.  System  of  direct  labour  extended  to  the 
collection  of  all  dustbins. 

Water  Supply- 

Source  of  Supply — Huddersfield  Corporation.  Gather- 
ing ground  water.  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike 
Water  Board  water.  Earl  of  Dartmouth’s  estate 
supply — Springs.  Messrs.  S.  Senior  & Sons — Private 
Waterworks. 

By  whom  distributed — As  above  except  Dewsbury  and 
Heckmondwike  water — distributed  by  Kirkburton 
U.D.C. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  on  public  supply — 4733. 

Any  extension  of  supply  during  the  year? — Extended 
to  meet  Building  Developments  only. 

Plas  supply  been  satisfactory? — All  supplies  bacterio- 
logically  pure ; Huddersfield  water  occasionally 
discoloured.. 

(a)  In  quality — Yes.  (b) — In  quantity — Yes. 

No.  of  examinations  made  during  the  year— 

(a)  chemical — 2.  Result:  1 good,  1 1/25  gr.  lead. 

(b)  bacteriological — 3.  Result : Satisfactory. 

Have  any  supplies  been  restricted  or  closed,  if  so, 
where? — Well  in  Healey  Green  Lane,  Kirkheaton, 
closed  on  account  of  being  heavily  polluted. 

Milk  Supply — 

Are  Two  Registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section 
2 (3)  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922 — 

(a)  For  Retailers — Yes. 

(b)  For  Cowkeepers  or  Wholesale  Traders — Yes. 

Have  any  retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register — 
No. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  1936  and  1938. 

Samples  of  designated  milks  examined 
bacteriologically : — 

No.  Licences  in 

force  in  Number  Number 

area  for : — Satis-  Unsatis- 

factory factory 

(a)  Production  of  “ Tuber- 

culin ” Tested  Milk  ...  1 — — 

(b)  Production  of 

“Accredited”  Milk  ...  11  — — 

(c)  In  respect  of 

Pasteurising  plants  ...  — — — 

No.  of  Milk  samples  taken  by  officers  of  local  authority 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act.  1928 
None. 

No.  found  adulterated — 0.  No.  of  prosecutions — 0. 

No.  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  taken  by  officers  of 
local  authority  for : — 

(a)  Methylene  blue  test — None. 

(b)  Presence  of  tuberculosis — None. 

Any  special  examination  of  milk  for  dirt,  e.g.,  sedi- 
mentation test  ? — None. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  1938? 
—No. 

No.  of  cowkeepers  in  district,  135.  No.  registered,  135. 

Total  No.  of  cowsheds — Total  No.  of  milk  cows — 

Total  No.  of  cowshed  inspections — 105. 

No.  of  wholesale  traders  registered — 35  (approx). 

No.  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered — 141. 

Observations  as  to  structural  conditions*  cleanliness 
and  methods  of  production  and  handling  of  milk — 
Many  cowsheds  are  structurally  defective  and  of 
obsolete  design. 

Meat  Inspection — 

Any  public  abattoir  in  district  ? — No. 

Total  No.  of  private  slaughterhouses — 16;  made  up  of 
Registered  and  licensed  ? — not  known. 

No.  unsatisfactory  either  as  regards  structure,  position 
or  in  other  respects — None. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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(From  July  Only). 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 — 

Meat  Marking:  Is  scheme  in  force  under  above? — No. 
If  so,  give  particulars  of  action  under  same — None. 
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Other  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by  officers  of 
L.A.  for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928 — Nil. 

No.  found  adulterated — 0.  No.  of  prosecutions — 0. 

No.  of  Bakehouses  in  district — 9.  Total  inspections  0. 

Are  any  of  bakehouses  underground,  if  so,  how  many  ? 
— None. 

Schools — 

Statutory  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Education  Authority  in  most  of  the  Districts,  but  that  does 
not  relieve  the  M.O.H.  of  his  duties  in  regard  to  sanitation 
and  the  prevention  of  infectious  outbreaks  in  connection 
with  Schools. 

No.  of  Schools  in  District — 14. 

No.  visited  by  M.O.H. — 14  (39  visits). 

Action  taken — None.  Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. — None. 

General  Sanitary  Conditions — Good  Except  Thurston- 
land  Endowed. 

Factories  and  Workshops — (Please  attach  copy  of  Home 
Office  Form  572). 

Smoke  Abatement — 

No.  of  smoke  observations  each  of  30  minutes  duration 
taken  during  1938 — Nil. 

No.  of  above  showing  excessive  emission  of  black 
smoke — Nil. 

No.  of  cautions  issued — Nil. 

No.  of  statutory  notices  issued — Nil. 

No.  of  prosecution — Nil. 

Shops  Act  1934,  Sections  10  and  13  (3) — 

No.  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  during  1938 — 
None. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found — 0.  Remedied  0. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. — 

No.  in  District — 2. 

Is  this  class  of  dwelling  showing  signs  of  increase?  No. 

Have  Council  made  bye-laws  under  Section  268  (4), 
Public  Health  Act,  1936?— No. 
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Camping  Sites — 

No.  of  sites  in  area  which  were  used  for  camping  pur- 
poses during  1938 — None. 

No.  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  by  the  local  authority  under  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 — None. 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 
the  area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season  of 
1938— None. 

Any  other  observations — None. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs — 

No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested — Nib 
No.  disinfested — Nil. 

Other  houses  found  to  be  infested — None. 

No.  disinfested — Nil. 

What  methods  are  employed  for  freeing  infested 
houses  from  bed  bugs? — None. 

What  methods  are  employed  for  ensuring  that  the 
belongings  of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before 
removal  to  Council  houses? — None. 

Is  the  work  of  disinfestation  carried  out  by  the  local 
authority  or  by  a contractor? — .Local  Authority 
What  measures  are  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or 
education  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re- 
infestation of  houses  after  cleansing? — None. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools — 

Are  there  in,  the  district : — 

(a)  Any  public  swimming  baths  or  pools — None. 

(b)  Any  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
open  to  the  public — One  Covered  Baths. 

If  so,  give  brief  particulars  of  each  and  state  what 
action  is  taken  to  ensure  satisfactory  condition 
of  the  water — Capacity  20,000  gallons.  Water 
filtered  and  chlorinated  and  subject  to  inspection 
and  sampling  by  the  Council  Officer. 


(c)  Any  samples  of  bath  waters  examined  in  1938, 
apart  from  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriological  Laboratory.  If  so,  please  give 
particulars— -None. 

Urban  Powers — (Rural  Districts  only). 

Are  any  urban  powers  in  force  in  your  District  under 
Section  13  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936? — No. 

If  so,  what — None. 

Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District — 

Please  give  complete  list  of  Byelaws  and  Regulations 
in  force,  and  date  of  adoption  in  each  case. 

Owing  to  amalgamation  of  Districts  in  April*  1938, 
into  Kirkburton  Urban  District,  all  Byelaws  of 
absorbed  authorities  lapsed.  New  series  Of  Bye- 
laws under  P.H.  Act  (1936)  shortly  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  Ministry  of  Flealth. 

Infant  Mortality — 

Any  suggestions  ?— Nd. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1938 — No. 

Infectious  and  Other  Diseases— 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1938 
Influenza  epidemic- 
jaundice — 

Whooping  Cough — 

Measles—  Feb.,  Mar.,  Apr.,  May. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list? — No. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district — 
No. 

Any  arrangements  for  nursing  Puerperal  Fever  eases  ? 
(for  areas  autonomous  tinder  the  M.  8t  C.W.  Act, 
1918) — At  Home — None.  In  Hospital— -None. 

Isolation  Hospitals— 

Geheral  Infectious  Diseases  k— 

Address  of  Hospital — Isolation  Hospital*  Kirkburton. 
Any  change  or  extension  ih  1938— -No. 


State  months. 
Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar. 
Feb.,  Mar.,  Apr. 
March,  April. 
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Any  disease  in  addition  to  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever 
or  diphtheria  (e.g.,  pneumonia  or  non-notifiable 
disease)  treated  in  infectious  diseases  hospital — 
Pneumonia  primary  or  due  to  measles  and  whoop- 
ing cough. 

Name  of  authority  controlling — Kirkburton  Urban 
District  Council. 

Smallpox : — 

Address  of  Hospital — (Jagger  Hill,  Kirkburton). 
Arrangement  with  Huddersfield  Borough  to  take 
all  Smallpox  cases. 

Any  change  or  extension  in  1938 — No. 

Name  of  Authority  controlling — Kirkburton  Urban 
District  Council. 

General  Hospitals  and  Institutions — 

(a)  General  and  Accident — 

Address. 

Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary. 

Dewsbury  Royal  Infirmary. 

Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

Children's — 

Huddersfield  and  Dewsbury  Infirmaries. 

(b)  Local : Hospital,  Cottage — None. 

(c)  Maternity  (Homes) — 

Huddersfield  Borough  Maternity  Home, 
Greenhead. 

Dewsbury  Borough  Maternity  Home. 

Nursing  Homes  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187). 
Are  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  Nursing  Homes  in 
your  district  which  may  not  be  registered  ? — No. 

Ambulance  Services — 

For  General  Sick  and  Accident  Cases — 

Location  of  Ambulance — “ Acme  ” Garage,  Kirk- 
burton. 

Ownership — W.  Hepworth. 
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Type  of  Ambulance — Motor  with  two  stretchers. 
Arrangements  for  nurse  to  accompany  patient — Nil. 
Charges  (if  any)  to  patients  in  district — None. 

For  General  Infectious  Disease  Cases — 

Location  of  Ambulance— Kir kbur ton  Isolation 

Hospital. 

Ownership — Kirkburton  U.D.C. 

Type  of  Ambulance — Motor  with  two  stretchers. 
Arrangements  for  nurse  to  accompany  patient — Yes. 
For  Smallpox — 

Huddersfield  Borough  Ambulance. 

If  ambulance  of  another  Authority  is  used,  please  state 
terms  and  conditions — None. 

Mortuaries.  What  accommodation — 

(a)  for  accidents — Old  Lepton  Council  Offices.  Greave 

House,  Lepton  and  Town  Hall,  Kirkburton. 

(b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at  hospital — None. 

(c)  For  other  cases — as  (a). 

(d)  For  post  mortem  examinations — as  (a). 

Any  suggestions  by  M.O.H. — No. 

Bacteriology  (County  Laboratory) — 

Any  suggestions? — No. 

Burning  Spoil  Banks.  Any  nuisance  therefrom?  If  so, 
please  give  particulars.  — Lepton  Edge  Colliery ; 
Huddersfield  Colleries,  Rowley  Lane,  Lepton, 
Huddersfield. — No  Particular  Nuisance  at  present. 

Sanitary  Staff — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  ? — 
£250. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — Arnold  B.  Hutchinson. 
Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £250  to  £300. 

Other  Appointments  held — Sewage  Works  Manager. 
Salary  for  such  other  Appointments — Nil. 

Any  Assistants? — No. 

Is  Staff  sufficient? — Qualified  assistant  appointed  to 
commence,  January  2nd,  1939. 

Does  M.O.H.  receive  copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars 
distributed  by  Ministry  of  Health? — Yes. 
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Special  Reports  and  Investigations  on  any  Subjects. 

(Please  attach  copy). 

Supplementary  Remarks  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of 
District,  suggestions  of  M.O.H.  and  extended  notes 
on  any  of  the  foregoing  entries.  Any  suggestions  as 
to  need  for  County  Clinics  or  Dispensaries,  or  as  to 
existing  Clinics  or  Dispensaries. 

Form  572. 

FACTORIES  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1938  for  the  Urban  District  of  Kirkburton  in  the 
County  of  York. 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act,  1901,  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  super- 
seded the  Act  of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938). 

1.  — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power — Nil. 

Factories  without  mechanical  power — Nil. 

f Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including  works  of 
building  and  engineering  construction  but  not  in- 
cluding outworkers’  premises) — 10. 
fElectrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 

2.  — Defects  Found. — None. 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises. — None. 

(Signed)  A.  TAIT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


25th  May,  1939. 


